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that distinguished South African at Savoy Court. Smuts seemed
inclined to accept; but Craig, who knew his Ireland, tactfully
pointed out to him that it would be better to take the next
Union Castle steamer for the Cape, and for two reasons: that
without an interpreter he would not understand what they were
saying and that without a guide to their religious differences he
would not understand what they were doing. Mr. Lloyd George
then proposed Sir Horace Plunkett, a high-minded gentleman
of ancient family, who dreamed of an Ireland reconciled and
redeemed by co-operative societies. Craig expressed his fear that
Plunkett would never help anyone to reach any conclusion; but
the Prime Minister put these objections down to the bigotry of
an Ulsterman, and Plunkett was appointed,
It remained to induce Ulster to go into the Convention, and
as the Ulstermen trusted Carson, and did not trust most of his
colleagues, it came in the end to Carson himself going over to
Belfast to persuade them.
Thus it happened that on the 8th June, 1917, Carson met
the Ulster Unionist Council in the Ulster Minor Hall and care-
fully and patiently went with them through all the mazes of
their perplexing situation. " Don't bother about my position
in the Government," he said, " don't trouble yourselves about
that. It is nothing to me ... whether you decide in accordance
with my view, or whether you decide against my view, I go with
you to the end."
They might choose to rely on the pledges of two Prime Min-
isters; but there were men in Ireland who made England's dif-
ficulty their opportunity. Hence the invitation. And he was
authorised by Mr. Lloyd George, whom he had seen the day
before, to say:
" (1) That unless the Ulster Unionists agree with the propo-
sals at the Convention nothing could come of it.
" (2) That their position was not to be prejudiced by going into
the Convention.
" {8} That he adhered to the statement that there should T)e
no coercion of Ulster.5*
All this was reassuring. On the other hand if they refusal the
invitation, men would say, *c 0 there, it is those unreasonable